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Francisco de Alba, chief ensign of the cavalry- of this city1... (p. 20)
stated . . . that one day last January (he believes it was the eve of
Epiphany) an advice-ship brought to this port news that Captain
Francis, an Englishman, had left the port of Bayona in Galicia with
a large fleet and, judging by the weather when he left there and the
course he took, it was understood he was coming to these parts of the
Indies to do damage. Governor Pedro Fernandez de Busto assembled
the municipal authorities in this city, to whom he showed a letter
from the president and officials of the House of Trade \vhich con-
veyed this news; and in this meeting, in order better to take the
measures most advisable and necessary for the good of His Majesty's
service and defence of this city, he demanded that each councilman
present give his opinion as to what should be done; and certain
resolutions were taken, such as to send warning concerning the
enemy to the kingdom of Tierra Firme and to other parts of this
coast, to remove His Majesty's and private monies, and the women
and children, to safety, and to take other steps looking to defence;
and these resolutions were carried into effect (p. 21) as will appear
in the record of these matters which was kept, to which deponent
refers.
After which, for his better guidance and information, the governor
summoned a council of the captains and persons experienced in war
who were to be found in the city, and informed this council of the
news and asked the opinion of all present as to what should be done
for the city's defence both by its inhabitants and by the galleys here
stationed for the protection of this coast. In this council certain
resolutions were drawn up as to what should be done, to which
deponent refers, the originals being in his possession.
In accordance with these resolutions and other measures which
it seemed proper to take in this city, work was begun on trenches and
ditches in different places; and they commenced to repair the
artillery and make ready the weapons and munitions, and to hold
musters and reviews better to train the people, and to take other
preparatory and preventive measures which seemed advisable in
defence of this place. They ordered a quantity of pikes to be cut and
iron heads made for them; they put the harquebuses into condition
and refined the powder and trained the artillery. In these and similar
that to translate it has been exceptionally difficult because the text itself is
obscure in many places. The document has been shortened as much as possible by
the omission of questions, legal formalities and irrelevant passages.
1 Also notary public and clerk of the municipal council of Cartagena. See A. de /.,
73-3~6> Santa Fe i, consulta of March 31,1594,